Bat Surveys – Frequently Asked Questions

NB Many of the questions are answered in detail in the BCT publication the “Bat Surveys Good Practice Guidelines, 2nd Edition” (abbreviated to BSG). This can be downloaded from the Bat Conservation Trust website
 as a pdf document that can be viewed, but not printed. Hard copies can be purchased from NHBS. 
The “Bat Survey Guidelines” contain information on the legal considerations regarding the need to undertake bat surveys and there is further guidance in TAN5 and in case law. 

Further summaries of the procedures and expected content of a bat survey in support of a planning application can be found in the “Interactive Bat Protocol” section of the “Biodiversity Toolkit”
. 
The second edition of the Natural England “Bat Mitigation Guidelines” is in preparation.

1 .When is a bat survey required?


An owner or applicant should ensure that they take into account the impact of any protected species, such as bats, at the start of the process in order to ensure that they comply with the legislation and do not carry out actions that would result in offences being committed. A survey will be required first to obtain information about the species present or likely to be present and how and when they use the site.
The Local Planning Authority (LPA) and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) require information on any impacts on protected species before they can assess applications. The LPA may have a “trigger list” which helps them decide when a bat survey is required. 
Trigger lists should flag up the most likely locations for bats to occur and should also take into account the risk of impacts that the proposed action would have on bats at the location. As most places have not been surveyed for bats, there will not necessarily be an existing record of bats at the location even if they are present. Bats use different types of roosts at different times of year and their presence can easily be overlooked.  
2. What information should be included in the survey report?
There is more detail on this in the Bat Survey Guidelines & the Bat Protocol, but as a minimum rough guide, the survey should give background information about the site (particularly in relation to any proposed works), which bat species use the site and how they use they use it. It should also provide details on any limitations to the survey (e.g. access restrictions meaning that not all of the site could be surveyed, weather conditions that could hamper survey) as well as details of the methods and equipment used for the survey and information on the experience of the surveyors for the type of work undertaken.

The survey needs to provide sufficient information so that an assessment can be made as to the likely impacts and whether they can be avoided or mitigated etc. However, the details of the Mitigation Strategy and Method Statements for the proposed work may be provided in a separate document.

When assessing whether a report is adequate, it is necessary to consider which questions the report should be addressing and whether sufficient information has been provided to answer them.

3. Bat Survey, Mitigation Strategy and Method Statements
The term “bat survey” is sometimes used to include a) the survey (information about the site & the species using it), b) the assessment of the impact of the proposed works, c) the recommendations for mitigation and d) detailed Method Statement. 
This can cause confusion, particularly if an applicant is advised by the LPA to commission a bat survey, but it is not made clear that this should include an assessment of the impact and also recommendations for mitigation and if necessary eventually a detailed Method Statement. 
NB If a bat survey report does not provide the necessary information to answer the 3 key questions, it is likely that further work will need to be commissioned. It is best for all parties if the possible impacts of the presence of protected species are raised as soon as possible and exactly what information needs to be provided in order to reduce the likelihood of delays that may otherwise result.
4. Preliminary Assessment
The Bat Protocol introduced the idea of the Preliminary Assessment. This is recommended for developments that are likely to affect bats and is essentially a ‘scoping exercise’ where the results can be used to identify if there is any evidence that bats are using (or have used) the respective building, structure, tree etc. at any time of the year; and/or if there is any reasonable likelihood that bats they may do so. 
If bats are likely to be using a particular site or location, results from the Preliminary Assessment can be used to inform future survey objectives, and the type, intensity and area to be covered by any further detailed ‘Full Surveys’ that may be necessary.

However, the Preliminary Assessment can also be used to identify when a site or location actually has a low potential to support bats and to filter our sites where no further action is required. The results can be presented to the local planning authority as evidence to explain why a detailed full Survey and Report on Measures for Mitigation, Compensation and Enhancement is not required as a part of the planning application. 

A preliminary assessment should not be used as a substitute for a full survey at an appropriate time of year in order to rush the process through as the results would not be reliable.

5. If there already is information about bats at the site, or a bat survey has already been undertaken, is further survey work or an update necessary? 
This will depend on whether the current information is sufficient to answer the 3 key questions (see 1 above). Whether or not additional or further surveys should be undertaken will also depend on a) the quality of the original survey, b) how long ago it was undertaken and c) whether it addressed the particular issues relevant to the current proposal or conditions d) whether there have been substantial changes in the conditions at the site in the meantime. 
As a general guide, if the previous survey information is 2 or more years old an update will probably be needed, or 1 year old for projects that are assessed as having a higher risk of impacts on bats. 
6. How much survey effort is required?


There is no definitive answer to this as no two cases are alike. The BSG gives examples of different types of sites, the sort of methods that are appropriate and the sort of effort required to get a picture of the activity at the site.

6. Does CCW endorse the Bat Survey Guidelines and the Bat Mitigation Guidelines?

NRW represented the Statutory Nature Conservation Organisations on the Editorial Board on the first and second editions of the Bat Survey Guidelines. There is a statement on p6 of the guidelines setting out the Statutory Nature Conservation Organisations’ views that they support the guidance and also that they recognise that the ecologist should use their professional judgement.

The Bat Mitigation Guidelines are a Natural England document, but NRW is consulted to make sure that the NE advice is consistent with NRW’s. 
7. How rigidly should people stick to the recommendations in the Bat Survey Guidelines?

The guidelines are just that – guidelines. They cannot and are not intended to give hard and fast rules or to provide a definitive answer for each and every case. The purpose of the guidelines is to give an indication of the level and type of survey appropriate for different situations. If a consultant proposes to do a much lower (or much greater) level of survey or to use different methods to those indicated in the guidelines, this may be a perfectly reasonable approach in the circumstances, but they should provide a justification for proposal to diverge from the guidelines.

8. Is it necessary to employ a bat consultant to do a bat survey?

Any proposal should take into account the impacts on all bat species presenting at the site and the impacts on them, which will vary species by species. A trained and licensed professional bat ecologist is best placed to provide the necessary information on bats and should have the required insurance cover. 

As a principle, those commissioning a consultant should ensure that the consultant has the necessary experience to deal with the type and scale of the project and of the range of bat species likely to be in the area. 
For further information, see ‘Guidance on Engaging Ecologists’. 

The principle is that the type of survey undertaken and the amount of effort expended needs to be proportionate to:


The type and scale of the proposed activity or project and its predicted impact on bats


The likelihood of bats being present or affected


The species and numbers of individuals concerned and


The type of roost and/or habitat affected








The purpose of a bat survey is normally to answer 3 key questions – 





i) will the action will have any impact on bats (including on the bats themselves, their roost sites and their foraging habitat and commuting routes)? 


ii) if it will, can impacts be avoided (and if so how)? 


iii) if impacts cannot be avoided, can they be minimised or mitigated (or compensated if appropriate)? A survey report should provide some information to justify the conclusions to this question, though further detail may be provided in a separate Mitigation Strategy and detailed Method Statement.
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