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NRW B B 43.15 Annex 3 INTERNATIONAL EUROPEAN AND WELSH BIODIVERSITY 
TARGETS  
 
INTERNATIONAL  
CBD Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 
 
THE VISION  
 
is a world of “Living in harmony with nature” where “By 2050, biodiversity is valued, 
conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a 
healthy planet and delivering benefits essential for all people.”  
 
THE MISSION  
 
to “take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of biodiversity in order to ensure 
that by 2020 ecosystems are resilient and continue to provide essential services, 
thereby securing the planet’s variety of life, and contributing to human well-being, 
and poverty eradication. To ensure this, pressures on biodiversity are reduced, 
ecosystems are restored, biological resources are sustainably used and benefits arising 
out of utilization of genetic resources are shared in a fair and equitable manner; adequate 
financial resources are provided, capacities are enhanced, biodiversity issues and values 
mainstreamed, appropriate policies are effectively implemented, and decision-making is 
based on sound science and the precautionary approach.”  
 
STRATEGIC GOALS AND THE AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGETS 
 
Strategic goal A. Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by 
mainstreaming biodiversity across government and society  
 
Target 1: By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the 
steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.  
Target 2: By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national and 
local development and poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and are being 
incorporated into national accounting, as appropriate, and reporting systems 
Target 3: By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are 
eliminated, phased out or reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts, and 
positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are developed 
and applied, consistent and in harmony with the Convention and other relevant 
international obligations, taking into account national socio economic conditions.  
Target 4: By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels 
have taken steps to achieve or have implemented plans for sustainable production and 
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consumption and have kept the impacts of use of natural resources well within safe 
ecological limits.  
 
Strategic goal B. Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote 
sustainable use  
 
Target 5: By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, including forests, is at least 
halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and degradation and fragmentation is 
significantly reduced.  
Target 6: By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatic plants are managed and 
harvested sustainably, legally and applying ecosystem based approaches, so that 
overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measures are in place for all depleted species, 
fisheries have no significant adverse impacts on threatened species and vulnerable 
ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, species and ecosystems are within 
safe ecological limits.  
Target 7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed 
sustainably, ensuring conservation of biodiversity.  
Target 8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to levels 
that are not detrimental to ecosystem function and biodiversity.  
Target 9: By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized, 
priority species are controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to manage 
pathways to prevent their introduction and establishment.  
Target 10: By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other 
vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate change or ocean acidification are minimized, 
so as to maintain their integrity and functioning.  
 
Strategic goal C. Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, 
species and genetic diversity  
 
Target 11: By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas, and 10 per 
cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, 
ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and 
seascapes.  
Target 12: By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been prevented and 
their conservation status, particularly of those most in decline, has been improved and 
sustained.  
Target 13: By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated 
animals and of wild relatives, including other socio-economically as well as culturally 
valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have been developed and implemented for 
minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.  
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Strategic goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem 
services  
 
Target 14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related 
to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and 
safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, 
and the poor and vulnerable.  
Target 15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon 
stocks has been enhanced, through conservation and restoration, including restoration of 
at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification.  
Target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair 
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and operational, 
consistent with national legislation.  
 
Strategic goal E. Enhance implementation through participatory planning, 
knowledge management and capacity-building  
 
Target 17: By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and has 
commenced implementing an effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity 
strategy and action plan.  
Target 18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous 
and local communities relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 
and their customary use of biological resources, are respected, subject to national 
legislation and relevant international obligations, and fully integrated and reflected in the 
implementation of the Convention with the full and effective participation of indigenous and 
local communities, at all relevant levels.  
Target 19: By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to biodiversity, 
its values, functioning, status and trends, and the consequences of its loss, are improved, 
widely shared and transferred, and applied.  
Target 20: By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of financial resources for effectively 
implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources, and in 
accordance with the consolidated and agreed process in the Strategy for Resource 
Mobilization, should increase substantially from the current levels. This target will be 
subject to changes contingent to resource needs assessments to be developed and 
reported by Parties.  
 
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 
The Targets 2011-2020 
Objective I: Plant diversity is well understood, documented and recognized  

 Target 1: An online flora of all known plants.  
Target 2: An assessment of the conservation status of all known plant species, as 
far as possible, to guide conservation action.  
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Target 3: Information, research and associated outputs, and methods necessary to 
implement the Strategy developed and shared 
 

Objective II: Plant diversity is urgently and effectively conserved 
 

Target 4: At least 15 per cent of each ecological region or vegetation type secured 
through effective management and/or restoration.  
Target 5: At least 75 per cent of the most important areas for plant diversity of each 
ecological region protected with effective management in place for conserving 
plants and their genetic diversity.  
Target 6: At least 75 per cent of production lands in each sector managed 
sustainably, consistent with the conservation of plant diversity.  
Target 7: At least 75 per cent of known threatened plant species conserved in situ.  
Target 8: At least 75 per cent of threatened plant species in ex situ collections, 
preferably in the country of origin, and at least 20 per cent available for recovery 
and restoration programmes 
Target 9: 70 per cent of the genetic diversity of crops including their wild relatives 
and other socio-economically valuable plant species conserved, while respecting, 
preserving and maintaining associated indigenous and local knowledge.  
Target 10: Effective management plans in place to prevent new biological invasions 
and to manage important areas for plant diversity that are invaded  
 

Objective III: Plant diversity is used in a sustainable and equitable manner  
 

 Target 11: No species of wild flora endangered by international trade.  
 Target 12: All wild harvested plant-based products sourced sustainably.  

Target 13: Indigenous and local knowledge innovations and practices associated 
with plant resources maintained or increased, as appropriate, to support customary 
use, sustainable livelihoods, local food security and health care  
 

Objective IV: Education and awareness about plant diversity, its role in sustainable 
livelihoods and importance to all life on earth is promoted  
 

Target 14: The importance of plant diversity and the need for its conservation 
incorporated into communication, education and public awareness programmes  
 

Objective V: The capacities and public engagement necessary to implement the 
Strategy have been developed  
 

Target 15: The number of trained people working with appropriate facilities sufficient 
according to national needs, to achieve the targets of this Strategy 
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Target 16: Institutions, networks and partnerships for plant conservation established 
or strengthened at national, regional and international levels to achieve the targets 
of this Strategy 

 
EUROPEAN - EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 
2050 VISION 
 
By 2050, European Union biodiversity and the ecosystem services it provides — its 
natural capital — are protected, valued and appropriately restored for biodiversity's 
intrinsic value and for their essential contribution to human wellbeing and economic 
prosperity, and so that catastrophic changes caused by the loss of biodiversity are 
avoided. 
 
2020 HEADLINE TARGET 
 
Halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU 
by 2020, and restoring them in so far as feasible, while stepping up the EU contribution 
to averting global biodiversity loss 
 
Target 1 
 
To halt the deterioration in the status of all species and habitats covered by EU 
nature legislation and achieve a significant and measurable improvement in their 
status so that, by 2020, compared to current assessments: (i) 100% more habitat 
assessments and 50% more species assessments under the Habitats Directive show an 
improved conservation status; and (ii) 50% more species assessments under the Birds 
Directive show a secure or improved status 
 
Target 2 
 
By 2020, ecosystems and their services are maintained and enhanced by 
establishing green infrastructure and restoring at least 15 % of degraded ecosystems 
 
Target 3* 
 
A) Agriculture: By 2020, maximise areas under agriculture across grasslands, arable land 
and permanent crops that are covered by biodiversity-related measures under the CAP so 
as to ensure the conservation of biodiversity and to bring about a measurable 
improvement(*) in the conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are 
affected by agriculture and in the provision of ecosystem services as compared to the 
EU2010 Baseline, thus contributing to enhance sustainable management. 
B) Forests: By 2020, Forest Management Plans or equivalent instruments, in line with 
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM)21, are in place for all forests that are publicly 
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owned and for forest holdings above a certain size** (to be defined by the Member States 
or regions and communicated in their Rural Development Programmes) that receive 
funding under the EU Rural Development Policy so as to bring about a measurable 
improvement(*) in the conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are 
affected by forestry and in the provision of related ecosystem services as compared to the 
EU 2010 Baseline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Target 4: 
 
Fisheries: Achieve Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)22 by 2015. Achieve a population 
age and size distribution indicative of a healthy stock, through fisheries management with 
no significant adverse impacts on other stocks, species and ecosystems, in support of 
achieving Good Environmental Status by 2020, as required under the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive 
 
Target 5: 
 
By 2020, Invasive Alien Species and their pathways are identified and prioritised, priority 
species are controlled or eradicated, and pathways are managed to prevent the 
introduction and establishment of new IAS 
 
Target 6: 
 
By 2020, the EU has stepped up its contribution to averting global biodiversity loss. 
 
WALES - WALES ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY – BIODIVERSITY OUTCOMES 
 
Outcome 19: The loss of biodiversity has been halted and we can see a definitive 
recovery in the number, range and genetic diversity of species; including those species 
that need very specific conditions to survive. 
Outcome 20: The wider environment is more favourable to biodiversity through 
appropriate management, reduced habitat fragmentation and increased extent and 
interconnectivity of habitats 
Outcome 21: Sites of international, Welsh and local importance are in favourable 
condition to support the species and habitats for which they have been identified 

(*) For both targets, improvement is to be measured against the quantified enhancement 
targets for the conservation status of species and habitats of EU interest in Target 1 and the 
restoration of degraded ecosystems under target 2. 
(**) For smaller forest holdings, Member States may provide additional incentives to 
encourage the adoption of Management Plans or equivalent instruments that are in line with 
SFM. 
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Outcome 22: Our seas are clean and support healthy ecosystems and are biologically 
diverse, productive and managed sustainably. 
 


