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This note is collated by NRW from submissions from NRW staff and Forum members prior to National Access Forum Meetings in order to facilitate the sharing of information.  Please note that items are included as provided by their author.
NRW: Jont Bulbeck
Open access mapping on NRW's website 
NRW is working to create an interim map for the CRoW open access and exclusions and restrictions on a map similar to the River levels online map that is now available on our NRW website: http://naturalresources.wales/our-evidence-and-reports/maps/river-levels-online/?lang=en
We are still establishing the structure for this new map and how we will display the data against the OS 1:25,000 map base. We do not have a target date for this at the moment as it is complex to establish how to combine GIS data from two different legacy bodies’ databases.

As to the Glastir permissive access and other data we used to provide: we are currently concentrating on just the open access exclusions and restrictions data to ensure we comply with our legal statutory duty.

We are looking at the possibility of providing the Glastir permissive access data, but cannot give any assurances as to whether or not we will include that or the other non-CRoW access data at this stage. We are fully aware that we used to provide this service on the CCW legacy body website, however, there are more urgent priorities related to the EAW legacy body data, which has to be given a higher priority at this time. This is due to health and safety, end of service level licencing agreements and separation from the Environment Agency.

The open access exclusions and restrictions are currently provided in unmapped form on NRW’s website:

https://naturalresources.wales/out-and-about/planning-your-visit/exclusions-and-restrictions/?lang=en 
The FSI mapping is provided by the Met Office for England and Wales:

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/fire-severity-index/#?tab=map&fcTime=1455710400&zoom=5&lon=-4.00&lat=54.63 

The CRoW open access dataset is available for download [not as an interactive map] from: 

http://lle.wales.gov.uk/catalogue/item/OpenAccessCountrysideRightsOfWayActCROWDedicatedLand/?lang=en  ”
NRW:  Richard Dearing
Canoe Access Glasbury 

The River Wye is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).  Powys County Council require a consent from NRW to allow canoes and kayaks to launch from Glasybont Common. The most recent consent issued in 2012 expired on the 30th September 2015.
Concern has been raised  by a number of parties (including bird watchers and the Powys Local Access Forum) that the breeding success of birds, including Little Ringed Plovers, on one shingle area 1.5km downstream of the bridge at Glasbury is being significantly hindered.  While there was no concern about canoes passing by on the water, the issue was with large parties of canoeists accessing this one shingle bank.

Working with NRW (Michael Smith lead), Powys County Council are updating signage to raise awareness about ground nesting birds and liaising with local landowner to identify alternative landing points.  Good progress is being made and it is hoped the consent will be issued before Easter 2016

Ongoing work to identify opportunities for water recreation on NRW managed estate

NRW is continuing to work to identify opportunities for water related recreation on NRW managed estate.  Using spatial targeting including the Good for People GIS toolkit  NRW will  focus resource and investment to ensure we effectively meet the objectives, particularly in relation to the Outdoor Access and Recreation Enabling plan;

Aim: To promote appropriate and sustainable use of NRW managed estate for water related recreation, creating greater access to natural and semi natural blue space in a manner that mitigates poverty and improves physical and mental health wellbeing.
Scope: Waterbodies within NRW managed  estate including forestry, National Nature Reserves, Flood Risk Management assets, gauging stations etc. where recreation can be sustainably managed with consideration to the environment and  NRWs  other core business activities; 

Non-motorised WRR activities for which there is significant demand including canoeing, kayaking, kayak fishing, rowing, swimming, wild swimming, stand up paddle boarding, sailing, windsurfing, kiteboarding, rafting, gorge walking, [This list is not inclusive];

Provision of WRR for commercial, non-commercial, voluntary groups, families and individual;

NRW:  Mat Stephens

ROWIP Advice 

We submitted NRW’s advice to Welsh Government on the review of ROWIPs in Wales at the beginning of February, which was in the form of draft revised guidance to local authorities. As you will be aware this draft was prepared with assistance and input from a wide range of consultees and stakeholders, not least a sub group of NAFW whose contribution was very valuable. We hope we have come up with guidance that will help authorities develop new plans that fit into the current legislative landscape, are useful to authorities and users, easy to keep current, and above all deliverable. Welsh Government are currently considering our advice and hope to publish the final document soon. 

National Trails

We have been further developing a new proposal for funding the National Trails in Wales based largely on a formula approach similar to that used on the Wales Coast Path and the National Trails in England. We hope that the proposal will make that funding fairer, more transparent, easier to administrate, and increase flexibility. Hopefully we will be in a position to put the proposal to key stakeholders for discussion shortly. 

There has been a concerted effort to raise awareness of the work done by Walk Unlimited, the National Trail promotion lead, not least in maintaining the www.nationaltrail.co.uk website, and to encourage Trail Officers, and Trail Partnerships in England, to engage more with them to find ways of bringing in income to keep the relationship viable. It costs an estimated £35k per year to sustain the website and associated promotion and Walk Unlimited do not receive regular income from NRW or NE for this. The response from trail managers has been positive with many finding ways to contribute to keeping this important asset viable.  NRW have funded some further improvement to the Welsh language sections of the site, including Welsh versions of the ‘shared pages’ such as the NT homepage, which should be available before the end of the month.

Whilst the Welsh National Trails seem to have been spared the worst effects of the winter’s extreme weather several sections of PCP recently had to be closed due to landslips. A bid has gone to Welsh Government for assistance in repairing one section of cycle track and one minor road that carry important sections of the trail. 

Rob Dingle has been working with Monty’s Brewery in Montgomery who will be bringing out an official Offa’s Dyke Path Ale, a proportion of the profits of which will go back to the trail. We look forward to carrying out some quality assurance testing.

NRW:  Carys Drew
ROWIP Funding Programme

We are coming to the end of the financial year and authorities have been busy finishing this year’s work and submitting their claims, which NRW will be processing before end of financial year.  We are waiting for confirmation from the Minister with regard to funding in 2016/17.  

The reports of the results of the programme in 2014/15 are now available on NRW website

http://naturalresources.wales/out-and-about/recreation-and-access-policy-advice-and-guidance/grants-and-projects/rights-of-way-improvement-plans-and-funding/?lang=en
The case studies report shows the range of work which is delivered by the programme.

British Horse Society: Mark Weston
Access Week

We are holding our annual Access Week between 28 May – 5 June.  Our aims are to increase awareness of the need for safe off road routes for equestrians, and the work done to protect and extend equestrian access, fundraise for the BHS Paths for Communities Fund, present Access Awards to acknowledge, praise and encourage good practise, and to enthuse people to enjoy riding out. 

2026 Restoring the Record

We held a training day in Llandudno, in partnership with the Ramblers, in respect of recording historic rights of way, on 5 March.  The course aims to help people to learn how to identify historical routes and the key resources used to study them from two acknowledged experts in the field, Sarah Bucks and Dr Phil Wadey, the joint authors of Rights of Way Restoring the Record. 

Express Dedication at Common Law

We are working with Natural England, Defra, IPROW, and the Trails Trust to produce guidance to encourage local authorities to embrace express dedication at common law.
Canoe Wales: Steve Rayner


Canoe Wales has recently appointed Steve Rayner as its part-time Waterways & Environment Officer, with responsibility for leading our activities to develop and promote access to the waterways of Wales whilst protecting and conserving the natural and urban environment. Steve’s appointment is nominally for one day per week and he will be concentrating initially on building working relationships with key stakeholders; developing strategies and approaches to access and environmental matters; and promoting these within and beyond the paddling community. He will represent Canoe Wales on the National Access Forum.
Glandŵr Cymru:  Andrew Stumpf
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WINTER WORKS OPEN DAY - LLANGYNIDR FEBRUARY 14th 

Over 300 people attended the open day of whom 16 signed up to become Friends. They were able to view the relining and works to the adjacent lock. 
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CROSS PARTY GROUP – Communities and Waterways - Tidal Lagoons / Drowning Prevention  

2nd December saw the last CPG of this session where CRT’s David Morgan talked about the way we interact with our customers, the Drowning prevention charity talked about keeping people safe and Swansea Tidal Lagoon spoke about the wider impact of their project. The evening was hosted by group chair Nick Ramsay AM. 

CLIMATE CHANGE

The winter floods in England amply demonstrated the predicted impacts of climate change and their potential for disrupting access between and across communities.  These examples have been fed back into Welsh Government’s work on climate change through the Heritage Environment Group sub group (Jill Bullen NRW). 
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WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS ACT
In our response to the indicators consultation we supported a separate access and outdoor recreation indicator. Overall our work contributes to 16 of the 40 indicators (significant, notable or growing).  

IPRoW:  Ruth Rourke
IPRoW will be celebrating its 30th Birthday this year at its annual conference, in Derby, on 10th and 11th October 2016.
 

The Con 29 Questions have been revised and IPRoW is looking at implications for authorities and examples to set good practice on answering them.  

 

IPRoW is seeking amendments to the regulations and clarification from WG and DEFRA regarding the certification of Highways Act Orders.  The requirement the HA to certify diversions is not provided in regulations.  At the very least this is causing confusion.  Additionally IPRoW has written to the Minister regarding updating government guidance on rights of way in England.  In particular it has been noted that there is a strong need for updated guidance on the NERC Act.  We are also chasing for an answer as to when the De-Reg is coming on stream (much guidance is required before Authorities can implement the Act).

 

Ramblers Cymru:  Rebecca Brough
Political engagement

The promotion of our Wales for Walking manifesto and political engagement is ongoing.  We have developed online resources for members and supporters to email their candidates seeking their support for walking and the aims of our manifesto.  Our local volunteers have been encouraged to invite their candidates out on a walk before the election.

Peoples Postcode Lottery

Ramblers have become a partner of the People’s Postcode Lottery, and their funding will support a GB-wide walking festival later this year.  There will be flagship events in Wales, England and Scotland in early September.

Paths for People

Ramblers Cymru have reissued our Paths for People leaflet, making it available in Pdf format.  Paths for people: a guide to public paths for members of town and community councils explains the powers of local councils relating to obstructions, ploughing and cropping, maintenance, closures and diversions and modifying the definitive map. It goes on to suggest 10 ways that councils can promote local paths. We hope this guide will inform and empower local councils to protect paths in their area, as well as encouraging Ramblers groups and local residents in Wales to work with town and community councils.

Claiming ‘Lost Ways’

Training is being offered to Ramblers volunteers in Wales in identifying and claiming ‘lost ways’ which are missing from the definitive map.  This training is proving popular amongst members across the UK as the potential 2026 cut-off date for definitive maps approaches.  

Big Pathwatch

The findings of last year’s survey of the state of the path network are due to be published in April.  The findings of this work will support us in our efforts to engage local authorities on how Ramblers can work with them to tackle some of the issues they face in maintaining the network.   In Wales we are working towards the development of an All-Wales footpath maintenance framework which provides a consistent approach to the use of volunteers.  


National Parks: Anthony Richards
Of note in Pembrokeshire Coast National Park is the path user survey we are conducting. The survey began in July 2015 and will run for 12 months. There are 12 survey points where we have the tried and tested post boxes with questionnaires. Each box is on a path with a digital counter to provide a statistical sample. Seven boxes are on the Coast Path and five elsewhere in the path network. We have had 1600 forms completed to date but the very wet winter has probably reduced the sample size. We look forward to sharing the results with the Forum when analysis is complete. This survey is part funded by ROWIP Funding Programme.

Sustrans: Gwyn Smith
Across the Beacons Cycle route
Sustrans Cymru has been working with the Brecon Beacons National Park and the BRO partnership to develop an “Across the Beacons” Cycle route between Llandeilo and Abergavenny.  The route is aimed at more experienced cyclists so it will not be designated as part of the National Cycle Network yet.  However with some changes in the future it is hoped that it will become route 49. Signage and a new leaflet will be available soon.  Funded under P4G

For route details see here.

http://my.viewranger.com/route/details/Nzg3NzQ=

South East wales Tourism Study

Visit Wales have designated 2016 as the Wales 'Year of Adventure’. As part of this, the 10 Local Authorities in South East Wales are working in partnership to better promote visitor attractions and products via the cycle route network in the region. Sustrans teamed up again with the BRO partnership and GWYRDD to carry out the tourism study for the ten south east Wales local authorities.  The project is supported by Visit Wales of the Welsh Government through the Partnership for Growth Fund. This fund was established to help destinations across Wales promote and develop the tourism offer, encouraging more people to visit Wales. The outputs from the project will be a new interactive map showing attractions, things to do, places to eat and places to stay as well as a tool kit to give advice to business in how to attract cyclists.

Active Travel Act
All local authorities have now submitted their ERM’s (existing route maps) and these are currently being reviewed by Welsh Government.  The next stage of the process is to produce an INM (integrated Network Map) which should result in each local authority having a 15 year plan of how they are going to develop their walking and cycling networks.  Sustrans is currently reviewing the guidance of the INM process with a view to being able to either carry out or advise local authorities on this crucial step of the act which has to be delivered to Welsh Government by September 2017. Hopefully all NAF members will get involved in the consultation process.

The Election

Sustrans' proposals for the next Welsh Government

We believe that every child has the right to walk, cycle or scoot to school safely. To make this happen the next Welsh Government should:

· Make a commitment to “every child a cyclist”. Cycling should be a core skill for children in Wales, delivered through the physical literacy area of the national curriculum and the new curriculum arising from Donaldson’s Successful Futures (PDF)
· Put in place a long term investment strategy to develop safe walking and cycling routes, particularly to and around schools
· Enable every school to be engaged as part of the Active Travel Act, with mapped routes to all schools as part of the Integrated Network Maps
· Support an increased number of 20mph areas across our communities – delivered by local councils in the short-term.

More details here

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/wales/policy/children-wales-should-have-right-walk-or-cycle-school
Active Journeys

This program has taken over from the Bike IT program.  The service is more information based and the direct hands on approach to working with schools has had to be reduced.

Active travel to school is proven to improve the health of children by preventing obesity, reducing congestion and carbon emissions around schools and increasing concentration in the classroom.

Our work with schools in Wales supports children's rights to a healthy development and adulthood, and embeds their right to play at the start and end of every school day. With a quarter of households in Wales having no access to a car, supporting walking and cycling is a solution from which every child in Wales can benefit. 

Wales Online Active Travel Challenge 

This is in development and will be rolled out to workplaces in the near future.  More details at the next NAF

Trail Users Code

Sustrans has been taking an active role in developing the code

Visit Wales:  Kerry Thatcher

Wales’s Year of Adventure 2016

The Year of Adventure 2016 is the first in a series of thematic years; it will be a celebration of Wales as an active, vibrant place to visit.  Our aim is to position our country as a leading UK adventure destination.  It is also designed to motivate the people of Wales, galvanise the industry and inspire target markets to think differently and visit Wales now.    

#FindYourEpic – TV Advert

This campaign theme for the Year of Adventure shows Wales as a confident, proud country where visitors can find their own epic experiences. The adverts have been shown on ITV and are available to watch online - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNL4M0lVT3g 

Please share any special events happening near you

We are asking the industry to keep us informed of any special events happening across Wales, by emailing the – yearofadventure@wales.gsi.gov.uk  mailbox, so that details can be fed through to the media.  You can also keep in touch via Twitter @visitwalesbiz using hashtag #WalesAdventure 

Inspiring Through Adventure Conference - 24/25 February 2016

As part of the YoA 2016, Visit Wales, Sport Wales and Natural Resources Wales wished to celebrate the outdoor sector’s achievements and explore how they might encourage more people to make use of our natural, historical and cultural heritage in a safe and sustainable manner.  This two day event brought together key stakeholders from across Wales, supported by Welsh Government and inspirational speakers from the sector.  The first day of the event celebrated what adventure has already done for the people of Wales and the impact the outdoor sector has on participation, health, wellbeing and the economy.  The second day was a chance for the sector to discuss how it could work together, to develop a sustainable and lasting legacy beyond the Year of Adventure.

Speakers at the conference included Dr Emyr Roberts and the Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism. 

WLGA: Mark Stafford-Tolley
There have been some interesting pieces of legislation that have recently been passed or are about to commence that affect public access for a Local Authority. 

The Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013, requires a Local Authority to provide Existing Route Maps showing existing cycling and walking routes in certain identified settlements. Each Local Authority has now provided their maps to Welsh Government, and they are currently awaiting approval from the Minister. Subsequently, every key settlement (popn > 2000) should have an Integrated Route Map within 2 years showing plans to enhance the ERMs. The duty requires continuous improvement to the active travel network.

The Well-Being (Future Generations) Act 2015 is to commence on 1st April 2016, and places a duty on public bodies to carry out sustainable development. They must set objectives designed to maximise their contribution to well-being goals and take all reasonable steps to meet those objectives. This will impact on all services including the repairing, maintaining and improving public access provision under the control of the Local Authority.

The statutory Rights of Way Improvement Plan will be expiring in 2017. Statutory guidance will soon be forthcoming on how a Local Authority is to revise their plan. It is expected that the guidance will include some sort of requirement to demonstrate how the Local Authority will identify and deliver resources to the public rights of way network and access land where there will be a demand in the future.

The revision of the Circular 5/93 Guidance for Local Authorities regarding public rights of way is still awaiting approval. The requirement to update public access legislation is long overdue. As such, the WLGA welcomes Welsh Government’s green paper and looks forward to being involved in developing the Bill through the legislative process.

The increased financial burden the above requirements place on Local Authorities must be taken into consideration especially in light of the reducing financial settlements that Local Authorities are receiving.

END.
Page 12 of 17
Page 11 of 11

